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For the first several months of 2019 the US public was barraged with pronouncements from the Trump Admin-
istration, the corporate mass media, and other pro-imperialist forces that Venezuela was falling into terrible 
poverty, civil decay, and social unrest.  The cause, according to these alarmed voices, was that the government 
of Socialist Party leader Nicolas Maduro was destroying Venezuela because of its failed efforts to build a social-
ist society.  The main message was that the Venezuelan people were suffering, and something had to be done.  
This passionate campaigning was intended to soften up the American people so they would support a US-led 
coup and invasion to overthrow the Maduro government and place a compliant US puppet into power.  This 
type of a partially hidden colonialism and imperialism is called neo-colonialism and has been commonly used 
since before WWII.  Setting up a pro-US yes-man of Venezuelan heritage presents the impression to the world 
that Venezuelan’s are in control of their country.  The truth is that giant US multi-national corporations are 
seeking to increase control, behind the scenes, of Venezuela’s oil and economy, and the economies of the 
region.    

To successfully carry out this plan, a single unified message is the most effective means of expanding imperial-
ist rule.  The US coup plotters had that unity with the US mass media, and that was an important weapon in 
their overall strategy.  Both the liberal and conservative media, often at odds with one another over other issues 
– such as their strongly divergent views of Trump, were singing from the same song book on Venezuela.   Every-
one expected the conservative media, such as Fox News, to slam Venezuelan socialism and support “regime 
change,” and it did.  On January 25, 2019, Fox News ran an opinion piece which included in its headline:  “Hey, 
Ocasio-Cortez, Sanders, Venezuela’s socialism has been a disaster.  What say you?” The author was Dan Bongi-
no, a right-wing-Trump supporter who had owned a security consulting business, was a New York Police 
Department cop, and was a secret service special agent.  

Readers of the liberal New York Times expected to read a more enlightened and honest report of the situation 
in Venezuela.  They didn’t.  The New York Times published an opinion piece that same day headlined:  “Yes, 
Venezuela is a Socialist Catastrophe.”  Sensational news helps sells newspaper, which sells more advertising, 
which boosts income, the major goal of all capitalist corporations.  The Times joined Fox News in blasting 
socialism in Venezuela, and also socialists in the United States.  The Times article began:  “In the age of A.O.C. 
(Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, the recently elected Socialist Congresswoman from New York-PK), the lesson must 
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be learned again.” The author of the Times article was Bret Stephenson, an opinion writer who is described by 
other political commentators as a neoconservative to the right of Trump.  Times’ readers weren’t given that 
piece of information.   

No Surprise: Capitalists Nix Socialism
be learned again.” The author of the Times article was Bret Stephenson, an opinion writer who is described by 
other political commentators as a neoconservative to the right of Trump.  Times’ readers weren’t given that 
piece of information.   

The leadership of virtually the entire capitalist-owned media closed ranks around the narrative that Venezuela 
and its support of socialism has brought only suffering and failure.  The editorial board of the liberal Washing-
ton Post on January 24, 2019 claimed that Venezuela’s government has “subject(ed) the country’s 32 million 
people to a humanitarian catastrophe.”  A Washington Post op ed piece that same day urged Trump to “ratchet 
up the pressure” on Venezuela, while charging that the country “has been driven into the ground by the repres-
sive policies pursued by Nicolas Maduro.”  When imperialist coup plotters are stopped by a leftist government, 
that government is called “repressive.”

Even liberal writers joined the chorus.  Virginia Glass, informed readers of The New York Times on January 25, 
2019: “Food and medicine shortages are widespread.  Hundreds have died from malnutrition and illnesses that 
are easily curable with the appropriate treatment.”  She concluded that “perhaps Venezuela is finally at the end 
of a political cycle that, despite some years of social gains, ultimately impoverished what was once the richest 
nation in the region.”  Blame was put completely on the socialist government of Venezuela.   When the liberal 
media and conservative media was and is on the same page regarding socialism in Venezuela, what was to 
argue about, thought millions of Americans.

The groundwork had been laid for a remedy:  Venezuela needed new leadership. Fortunately, a new leader had 
announced himself, Juan Guaido.  Trump proclaimed in his State of the union address to the American people 
on  February 5, 2019, that the US government had recognized the “legitimate government of Venezuela, and its 
new interim President, Juan Guaido.  We stand with the Venezuelan people,”  Trump continued, “in their noble 
quest for freedom – and we condemn the brutality of the Maduro regime, whose socialist policies have turned 
that nation from being the wealthiest in South America into a state of abject poverty and despair.” Trump did 
not explain how Juan Guaido became the “legitimate government” of Venezuela.  There was no special elec-
tion.   Nor did Guaido run for president during Venezuelan’s last presidential election.  Guaido knew he had no 
chance of winning.   Nor did Trump or any mass media explain to the American people just exactly how social-
ism caused Venezuela to go from being the “richest nation” in the region, according to Trump, to one plagued 
by poverty.  Prior to socialism, Venezuela was considered wealthy by capitalist economists that looked only at 
its Gross National Product. That didn’t measure the well-being of the people.  Venezuela’s wealth, due to its 
abundance of oil, was in the hands of a small upper crust.  The lion’s share was taken by US oil companies oper-
ating in Venezuela and made them fabulously wealthy.  Most of that wealth was taken out of the country.  The 
vast majority of Venezuelans were left in poverty.  The election of Chavez, and later Maduro, and the building 
of socialism changed that.  

The US ruling class has wanted to overthrow socialism in Venezuela since Hugo Chavez as first elected on 
December 6, 1998.  Publicly, the US expressed concerns about the plight of the Venezuelan people under social-
ism, though never a concern was uttered about their lives under capitalism.  The vast majority were poor, long 
before socialism came upon the scene.  Trump revealed the real reason for his interest in Venezuela in a private 
briefing with US intelligence officials in the White House in July 2017.  At that time the US and North Korea were 
trading insults and threats, and war seemed possible.  Andrew McCabe, former acting FBI director, recounted 
in his book, The Threat,  what an FBI agent present at that briefing told him about a discussion of the possibility 
of war.  McCabe summarized the FBI agent’s comments to him.  “Then Trump brought up Venezuela: ‘That’s 
the country we should be going to war with,’ Trump said.  ‘They have all the oil and they’re right on our back 
door.’” Other voices counselled trying a different approach:  creating a severe crisis in Venezuela, and bringing 
forward a compliant Venezuelan asset to replace the socialist Maduro.  That compliant asset was Juan Guaido.  
All key sections of the US ruling class were onboard.    
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The conservative Wall Street Journal praised Guaido as a “new democratic leader.” The moderate to liberal 
Bloomberg news cheered that Guiado was “seeking the restoration of democracy.”  And liberal New York Times 
hailed Guaido as having a “refreshing style and vision of taking the country forward.”    The media, self-pro-
claimed champions of freedom and democracy – from conservative to liberal, all echoed Trump’s talking 
points.  None seemed concerned about the contradiction of endorsing a self-appointed president in a country 
whose democratic elections brought both Chavez and Maduro to the presidency.  Concerning all the talk about 
the alleged “failure” of socialism, and trumpeting Juan Guido as a “new democratic leader,” nothing could be 
further from the truth.  (See Fairness & Accuracy in Reporting, (FAIR) January-March 2019.)

Juan Guaido:  Neo-Colonial Puppet
Juan Guaido was an obscure member of the Venezuelan National Assembly.  He is a member of the far right 
group, Popular Will, where he had a history of street violence against the left and masses of working people.   
Guaido had been groomed for ten years by conservative and right-wing political operatives in the US, associat-
ed with US government security agencies, to step into a position of leadership in Venezuela when US corporate 
and government interests were close to overthrowing the socialist government.  Guaido’s bizarre claim in Janu-
ary 2019 that he was the legitimate president of Venezuela, despite having never run for the presidency, came 
after Trump’s Vice President, Mike Pence, secretly called him and told him to announce that he was the new 
interim president of Venezuela and that the US government would support him.  (“The making of Juan Guaido:  
US Regime Change Laboratory at Work,” by Dan Cohen and Max Blumenthal, Telesur, January 29, 2019.)   Most 
Americans don’t know about Pence’s behind the scenes role, because the US mass corporate media didn’t tell 
them.     

The mass media in the US are huge for-profit capitalist corporations, and they support the capitalist system.  
They are not neutral, disinterested third parties seeking the truth.  They are like all capitalist companies in that 
they all seek to maximize profits.  The New York Times, for example, increased its second quarter income in 
2019 to $25.2 million, according to The Wall Street Journal, August 7, 2019. That’s significant incentive to see 
capitalism as the best of all possible worlds. 

In addition to making profits, the mass media carries out a second function:  it uses its broad media platform to 
protect the capitalist system as a whole.  It does that by spreading misinformation and outright lies about the 
greatest threat to capitalism, socialism and communism.  It reports on real or fabricated pluses of capitalism, 
ignores its negative features (it occasionally reports on stagnant wages or unemployment but doesn’t attribute 
that to capitalism), and slanders, misrepresents or ignores the positive features of socialism.  It excels in report-
ing events that the vast majority of Americans don’t have the means to verify.  Nor does it worry too much about 
its lies being exposed because the independent media has only a fraction of the reach the corporate media 
does.     

Gregory Shupak, of Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting (FAIR), wrote an article on its site dated February 20, 
2019 headlined:  “US Media Erase Years of Chavismo’s Gains.”  He used the media aggregator Fativa to research 
databases of articles published in The New York Times, Washington Post, and The Wall Street Journal in Janu-
ary and February 2019, and found that of a combined 800 articles, the overwhelming majority were critical of 
Venezuela.  Shupak wrote that since the revolution took effect with the election of Hugo Chavez in 1998, the 
United Nations and many international humanitarian organizations had high praise for great progress made in 
Venezuela in improving the standard of living, jobs, education, health care, housing, and quality of life overall 
for the majority of her people.  Little or none of this made it into the US mass media.

Extreme poverty, which plagued Venezuela for 150 years under colonialism and imperialism, was cut by over 
half in less than 15 years under the socialist policies of President Chavez, according to the National Institute of 
Nutrition.  Malnutrition in children was also cut dramatically.  Little or none of this made it into the US mass 
media.  
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All of these gains were achieved by shifting profits from the state-owned oil company to meet the needs of 
millions of low income and struggling Venezuelans, the large majority of people. To do this, Chavez cut high 
payments to the US oil companies for helping to run the oil industry.  Foreign for-profit oil companies, primari-
ly from the United States, and the US government, were furious over this change in policy, and tried to over-
throw Chavez in an unsuccessful coup attempt in 2002.  They have been trying to overthrow Venezuela’s social-
ist government ever since.  

Media’s Financial Interests in Venezuela
The corporate mass media is particularly reliable in adhering to the corporate anti-socialist playbook, in part, 
because a number of its key owners and directors have direct financial interests in Venezuela.  Here are just a 
couple.      

Amen Bhutani sits on the Board of Directors of The New York Times.  He is President of Brand Expedia Group, 
the global travel agency.  More importantly, Bhutani served as a Senior Technology and Commerce Director at 
JP Morgan Chase bank.   JP Morgan has holdings in Venezuela, and the giant bank played a big role in deciding 
what got developed in Venezuela (projects that primarily benefitted the rich) and what didn’t, especially prior 
to the election of socialist Hugo Chavez.  Many changes were made by the Chavez government, including great-
ly increasing funding for low cost housing and other social needs for the large working-class majority, as well as 
changing the rates of loan payments and other financial and political dealings to more fairly benefit the Vene-
zuelan people.     

Doreen Taben also sits on the Board of Directors of The New York Times.  She was Executive Vice President of 
Verizon Communications, Inc.  Verizon had extensive communications holdings in Venezuela, and like most 
private businesses, sought the most business-friendly government in order to  maximize corporate profits.  The 
election of  Chavez re-oriented the Venezuelan economy to meet the pressing needs of its people, not to facili-
tate private profi- taking.  Verizon sold its interests in Venezuela in early 2007, after eight years of the Hugo 
Chavez presidency, to seek more profitable investments elsewhere.  (See Corporate Reports and Proxy State-
ments for these corporations.)

Control of Venezuelan oil is the major prize for giant US oil companies, as Venezuela has the largest oil reserves 
in the world.  After Chavez was elected president and took office in 1999, he used the state-owned oil company 
profits to improve education, health care, job creation, the general welfare of the people and lifted millions of 
Venezuelans out of poverty.  The government took greater control of certain oil production tasks conducted by 
US oil giants ExxonMobil, Chevron, Conoco-Philips, and Total – a French oil company.  Chavez, and the Boli-
varian Revolution that he led, believed that Venezuela’s oil and other resources should be used to serve the 
Venezuelan people, a basic tenant of socialism, and not line the pockets of foreign corporations.

Chavez also nationalized other businesses that had been taking large amounts of wealth out of the country.  
One such company is owned by the ultra-conservative billionaire Koch brothers, which operated two very prof-
itable fertilizer plants in Venezuela. After those plants were nationalized, the Koch brothers filed a lawsuit 
seeking $400 million in reparations. The Koch brothers gave money to Donald Trump, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, Vice President Mike Pence and other top officials in the Trump administration, and they expect the 
Trump team to get their Venezuelan investments back. 

The history of foreign subjugation and exploitation of Venezuela goes back generations, as early as the late 
1800’s. The Venezuelan people and their leaders took action on a number of occasions to protect, or regain con-
trol of their resources and businesses, but were met with economic and military attacks from imperialist 
powers.  In the early 1900’s Exxon (then Esso), Gulf Oil and other foreign companies carved out Venezuelan oil 
fields to control and operate, and made huge profits.  Through the US government, they helped install Venezue-
lan puppets who allowed US oil companies to pay poverty-level wages to workers, and severely restrict funding 
for social needs.  The Venezuelan economy was crippled, plunging the majority of people into poverty and 
misery.

Oil and Racism: History of Imperialist Plunder
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In 1936, the oil workers in Venezuela went on strike to raise their near-starvation wages, improve their working 
conditions, and improve their poor housing.  The foreign oil companies refused the workers’ demands, and 
were supported by the US financed Venezuelan government who called in the police on behalf of the compa-
nies.  Racism was used to justify this action.

W.T. Wallace, the Vice President of Gulf Oil in Venezuela during that period, said there was no reason to take 
care of  Venezuelan oil workers because they had a “native mind” that could not understand the “method of 
living” promoted by the US.  Instead, Wallace said, the oil workers only wanted to “get something for nothing.”  
Workers producing huge profits for US oil companies was hardly “nothing.”  In Wallace’s eyes Venezuelan’s 
were sub-human.  Racism was and continues to be used as a weapon by corporations to wring super-profits out 
people of color in Venezuela and throughout the global south.

Seven foreign oil companies, primarily from the US, formed a cartel known collectively as the Seven Sisters. 
They operated together to dominate oil production in key regions of the world, from the Middle East to Venezu-
ela.  The seven sisters included Gulf Oil, Exxon (Esso), Texaco, Mobil Oil, Chevron (then SoCal), Shell, and Brit-
ish Petroleum.  As a group, in 1957, the Seven Sisters made $828 million in Venezuela.  The Venezuelan govern-
ment, supported by US money and arms, allowed the companies to take out all the profits they wanted. The 
result was that very little was left for local economic development.  One US banker, who financed oil production 
companies in Venezuela, said glowingly:  “You have the freedom here to do what you want with your money.” 
(Vijay Prashad,  The Darker Nations:  A People’s History of the Third World, page 179.)

When the people of Venezuela protested or revolted they were met with brutal repression. Anger and resistance 
to that repression, combined with good organizing by the Socialist Party swept party leader Hugo Chavez into 
office in 1999.  After Chavez nationalized many foreign companies, the CIA kidnapped Chavez in a coup 
attempt on April 11, 2002.  But an unprecedented uprising of the Venezuelan people and troops, solidly loyal to 
the government, rescued Chavez and returned him to his rightful elected office.  Chavez, his security forces, 
and the people  have thwarted all plots since, attesting to the broad support the socialist government has from 
the people.  Hugo Chavez unexpectedly contracted cancer and died in March of 2013, at just age 59.  Journalists 
Mike Whitney and Eva Golinger wrote in Counterpunch on May 3, 2016 that evidence they uncovered indicates 
that Chavez may have been killed with cancer-causing radiation.   (A similar strategy brought an early death to 
Pedro Campos, a leader of the Puerto Rican independence movement in 1965, according to Nelson Denis in his 
book, Death to All Puerto Ricans.)  Nicolas Maduro, second in command, then took over and was elected presi-
dent of Venezuela. 

Venezuela isn’t the only country that has faced attacks by the US government and their corporate handlers. 
William Blum, a former US State Department employee during the Vietnam War who turned against the 
slaughter, wrote in “Rogue State:”

“Between 1945 and 2005, the United States has attempted to overthrow more than 50 foreign countries, and 
crush more than 30 populist-nationalist (anti-imperialist – PK) movements.”  Here are just some of the coun-
tries in a 20-year span where democratically elected leaders were overthrown because they resisted doing the 
bidding of US corporations and US political leaders:

Iran            1953
Guatemala 1954
Congo        1960
Ecuador     1961
Bolivia       1964
Greece        1967
Chile          1973

Four of the seven countries are in Latin America. In all seven countries a right-wing fascist government was 
installed that eliminated its political opponents, allowing US corporations to exploit their countries and 

US Waged Regime Change Worldwide
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people, while the government unleashed a bloody repression that killed, maimed, and jailed thousands of 
people in every country.  The US government, on behalf of giant corporations and banks, intervened in 45 
countries from the end of WWII until today (in many countries militarily), to stop independence movements 
from coming to power, or to try to overthrow independent governments.  (See William Blum, “Rough State,” 
and “Killing Hope.”)   The goal is for giant US corporation and banks to control the world.  That is the nature of 
imperialism.   

US imperialism operates according to a time-tested set of rules.  Vijay Prashad wrote an article on February 1, 
2019 published by Alternet describing this game plan, titled “12- Step American Method to Regime Change.” 

Prashad began by outlining the steps the US government takes, through key agencies such as the CIA and US 
military and multi-national corporations and banks, and the mass media, to soften up targeted countries. He 
began briefly by explaining how US imperialism operated to create the conditions to overthrow Salvador Allen-
de, the elected Socialist President of Chile in 1973, by making “the economy scream,” according the Nixon 
Administration of those years.  Prashad wrote that this model has been used in many countries around the 
world, including Venezuela today.  I will summarize Prashad’s 12 steps and add some additional analysis.  Many 
of these steps overlap each other.

1. Take advantage of colonialism’s historical strategy of developing and controlling a one-crop industry and 
economy.  Target that one industry to cripple the country economically.  For Venezuela, it was and is oil.
2. Defeat or undermine international alliances that make targeted countries stronger, such as OPEC, of which 
Venezuela is a member.  Divide and conquer, which the US did to OPEC in 1973.
3. Destroy the agricultural base of targeted countries, taking land from the local peasants, thereby controlling 
their food supply. This happened in Venezuela.  If people resist, starve them into submission.
4. Conduct economic plunder of the targeted country’s wealth and resources, by controlling and monopolizing 
the economy.  That has happened for generations with foreign control of Venezuela’s oil. US imperialism wants 
today to roll back the clock to those days and privatize the oil industry under US control.  Trump’s National 
Security Advisor, John Bolton, told Fox News in January 2019, “We’re in conversation with major American 
companies now…It will make a big difference to the US economically if we could have American oil companies 
really invest in and produce the oil capabilities in Venezuela.”  Monopoly capitalist control of an economy 
allows the monopolists to rule by bribing local politicians, and threatening them with economic ruin, or death, 
if they resist. This has happened in Venezuela.   (See John Perkins, book, “Confessions of an Economic 
Hitman.”)

Strategy for Regime Change

5. Prashad wrote that imperialist countries work to create huge debt in the targeted countries, and control and 
impoverish the country further through a loan process that charges huge interest payments.  Imperialism also 
uses economic sanctions.  In Venezuela, US imposed economic sanctions, not socialism, has crippled the Vene-
zuelan economy.  One independent news source, Venezuelanalysis, reported on sanctions imposed by Trump’s 
US Treasury Department.  US Treasury has “targeted Venezuela’s oil sector…with a de facto oil embargo 
imposed January 28 (2019) that will cost Venezuela an estimated $11 billion in export revenue in 2019.  UN 
human rights expert Idriss Jazairy said in late January that ‘economic sanctions are effectively compounding 
the grave (economic) crisis’’’ which ‘‘’are aimed at changing the government of Venezuela.’”   In March 2019, 
Trump’s Treasury Department “sanctioned the Venezuela General Mining Company, known as Minerven, and 
its president, Adrian Perdomo,” according to Venezuelanalysis.  “The move blocks all eventual assets in the US 
in which Minerven and Perdomo hold more than 50 percent shares, and also blocks all US persons from dealing 
with them.”  Minerven is part of a state-owned basic industry conglomerate, Venezuelan Corporation of Guaya-
na, a gold processing company.  Venezuela has large deposits of gold and other minerals, which can’t be 
processed due to the economic sanctions.

Reuters reported on March 14, 20129 that Uganda had come under pressure from the US for importing $300 
million worth of gold from Venezuela. Capitalist countries are banding together to crush socialism in Venezue-

Economic Sanctions Cripple Venezuela
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-la. Sanctions from the US were joined by sanctions from Canada and Europe, and have forced Venezuela to 
“look for alternative partners for gold refining” because these sanctions have “hampered all transactions and 
blocked Venezuelan accounts abroad.”  Further, “These operations have also been targeted by Western (capital-
ist-PK) governments, with the Bank of England refusing to repatriate an estimated $1.2 billion of Venezuelan 
gold.”  (Venezuelanalysis, “US Imposes New Sanctions as Venezuelan Government Denounces Takeover of Dip-
lomatic Offices,” March 20, 2019.)  According to a business online news service, Business Insider, “US sanctions 
imposed last month in an attempt to cripple the government of President Nicolas Maduro have further 
squeezed Venezuela’s once-booming energy industry.”  (“Venezuela’s debt has exploded to &156 billion, 
according to new report,” March 7, 2019).  

Sanctions, coupled with the falling price of oil on the world market, has crippled the Venezuelan economy.  
World oil prices plummeted from $125 a barrel in 2012 to below $30 per barrel in January of 2016, as other oil 
producers flooded the market with oil.  The US strategically eased sanctions against Iran to encourage greater 
Iranian oil production.  The US also doubled its oil production from 2008 levels.  This glut of oil drove down 
world prices, and helped  crush the oil economy of Venezuela.   (See Bloomberg, “Iran Says Post-Sanctions 
Crude Output Boost Won’t Hurt Prices,” January 16, 2016.)   While Trumpists, the mass media and some ana-
lysts claim that mismanagement of the Venezuelan economy is the cause of its crisis, few factor in the devastat-
ing impact of the many-side concerted effort by US imperialism and its capitalist allies worldwide to under-
mine and crush the Venezuelan economy.  Evan Geary, political writer and co-chair of the Climate Justice Com-
mittee of Los Angeles DSA, concluded that US sanctions tanked Venezuela’s economy.  His findings appear in 
an article he published on medium.org titled, Venezuela’s economic collapse was murder, not suicide.  Geary’s 
article contains important data, including graphs, showing improvements in social services, living standards 
and quality of life under socialism.  He wrote that Venezuela made “huge strides in GDP, real GDP per capita, 
literacy, life expectancy, nutrition and reducing poverty.”  He continued, “So it looks like Chavez presided over 
some of Venezuela’s most golden years,” helping to expose the slanders against socialism spread by Trump and 
the corporate media. 

6. Destroy public financing.  This will dry up money for social services.  US sanctions are doing that today in 
Venezuela.  
7. Force deep cuts in social spending, and cripple or curtail social services.  The socialist government of Venezu-
ela has resisted this step, but the economic crisis calls for a solution.   
8. Social distress leads to social unrest and migration.  Both are happening, not only in Venezuela, but in many 
countries around the world.  The number of migrants worldwide has mushroomed to 68 million people.  They 
are simply trying to escape crushing poverty, war, and social disintegration, caused by capitalism and imperial-
ism. 
9. Controlling the narrative.  US imperialism controls the mass media.  As we’ve demonstrated, it’s used to 
blame the exploited for the misery that imperialism has caused.

A Puppet, the IMF, Right-Wing Operatives
10. Prashad wrote that when conditions are ripe, regime changers select new leaders that will do imperialism’s 
bidding, and about counter-revolution.   The CIA selected Juan Guaido, who has ties to a network of  pro-capi-
talist, pro-imperialist, and rightwing activists from Venezuela and the US.  Three figures from the Venezuelan 
petroleum industry, Pedro Burelli, Eligio Cedeno, and Gustavo Torrar, supported Guaido’s selection to be the 
interim president-in-waiting.  According to Dan Cohen and Max Blumenthal, writing in Telsur on January 29, 
2019, these three petroleum industry operatives “allegedly covered the $52,000 tab” to hold a “secret five-day 
training at the Fiesta Mexicana hotel in Mexico city” to learn how to overthrow Chavez “by generating chaos 
through protracted spasms of street violence.”  Pedro Burelli is a former J.P. Morgan executive and executive 
board member of Venezuela’s state oil company, Petroleos de Venezuela.  He left that position when Chavez 
was elected president and used oil company profits for massive social service programs for the Venezuelan 
people, rather than line pockets of bureaucrats like Burelli.

Also part of this regime change group was Elliot Abrams, currently Trump’s Special Envoy to Venezuela.  
Abrams was convicted in the Iran-Contra scandal under President Reagan when the US government was 



1 0 4

illegally funneling money and arms to right-wing paramilitary forces, the Contras, in Nicaragua, as part of a 
campaign to overthrow the socialist Sandinista government. The Contras were death squads, murdering many 
thousands of Nicaraguans believed to be sympathetic to the Nicaraguan government.   Abrams also oversaw 
the mass murder and torture of people of Guatemala and El Salvador.  Abrams is a dangerous neo-fascist mur-
derer in service to US imperialist goals.  

Another Guaido advisor is Venezuelan-born Ricardo Hausman, former chair of the International Monetary 
Fund - World Bank Development Committee, and currently a professor at Harvard University.  President 
Chavez severed ties with the IMF and World Bank on May 1, 2007 saying both institutions were “dominated by 
US imperialism,” which were “exploiting” Venezuela.  Chavez said he intended to set up a new lending institu-
tion run by Latin American countries called the Bank of the South, to get out from under the onerous and 
exploitative lending policies of the IMF and World Bank. (Venezuela quits IMF and World Bank, The Guardian, 
May 1, 2007.) 

Another Guaido advisor is Venezuelan-born Moises Naim, formerly Executive Director of the World Bank and 
formerly a professor of business strategy at a leading business school in Venezuela.  He is currently with the 
Carnegie Endowment in the US, and a member of the Council on Foreign Relations, a US think tank comprised 
of business leaders, secretaries of state, the CIA, representatives of the corporate media among others to 
promote capitalist development world-wide.  The goal of this group is to privatize everything profitable in Ven-
ezuela, first and foremost the oil industry, shift money away from social services, which will plunge the people 
of Venezuela back into worse poverty, misery, and subservience to US imperialism.

11. Make the economy scream.  Apply draconian economic sanctions to cripple the economy.  In the chaos, steal 
everything worth stealing, as Naomi Klein outlined in her excellent book, The Shock Doctrine.  Venezuela has 
faced economic sanctions by the US since 2008 under President Obama, but they have been made much worse 
under Trump. US sanctions have been applied against 150 Venezuelan companies, including the Venezuelan 
state oil company, vessels for transporting goods into and out of Venezuela, and individuals in Venezuela.  
Sanctions include freezing of assets and bank accounts, prohibiting selling and buying of products, seizing 
assets, imposing embargoes, tariffs and other measures aimed at crippling the economy.  It is war, an economic 
war, but war none-the-less.    
12. Go to all out in a military war.  If all previous measures have failed to bring regime change, invade the coun-
try militarily and take power.  Trump wanted to invade Venezuela in 2017 during a private intelligence briefing.  
In early 2019 Trump’s US Security Advisor, warhawk John Bolton, displayed a yellow notepad for the media 
with the words:  “5,000 troops to Colombia.”  Colombia has a pro-US imperialist leader with modern US military 
staging areas for an invasion of Venezuela.  The US is prepared to launch a war against Venezuela.  When the 
war threat was at its peak in April 2019, the mass mobilization of millions of Venezuelans, especially on May 1, 
and the near complete collapse of support for Guiado on the ground, forced the regime changers to call off the 
attempted overthrow.  If the US invades Venezuela, huge numbers of Venezuelans will resist to defend their 
country.  Over 1.6 million Venezuelans have been organized in armed local militias throughout the country.  A 
war will be long and bloody.

Cuba, Nicaragua, and Imperialist Hegemony
The Trumpists, and their lead hitman, John Bolton, have a three-pronged strategy to make all of Latin America 
safe again for US investments, control and plunder.  US imperialist hegemony is their goal. The first step is to 
overthrow those governments that pose the greatest alternative and resistance to US imperialism and capitalist 
exploitation, the socialist governments of Venezuela, Cuba and Nicaragua.  Bolton refers to them hypocritically 
as the “Troika of Tyranny.” The first step, to overthrow the socialist government in Venezuela and place Guiado 
into power, has temporarily failed.   But regime change in Venezuela is still on the drawing boards.  The recent 
election of rightwing leaders Bolsonaro in Brazil and Duque in Colombia represents a new threat to Venezuela 
by hostile pro-US neighbors on its borders.  The US has seven military bases in tiny Colombia, posed to strike 
Venezuela, or any other country in the region, on a moment’s notice.  

Imperialism’s plan was to use the overthrow of socialism in Venezuela as a springboard for attacks against Cuba 
and Nicaragua.  The overthrow of the government of Venezuela would so shock the region that it would be 
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easier to launch an attack on Cuba or Nicaragua in quick succession.  Both Cuba and Nicaragua have suffered 
economic sanctions for years at the hands of the US, in a prolonged softening up strategy, but both countries 
have shown determination in overcoming the many obstacles thrown in their path. 

Roger Harris, a board member of the anti-imperialist human rights organization, Task Force on the Americas, 
wrote for Venezuelanalysis, November 5, 2018, that Venezuela, Cuba and Nicaragua are being targeted because 
they pose what might be called the “threat of a good example”, an alternative to the neoliberal  new world order 
for millions of people living in the global south and suffering grinding poverty, misery and repression.  (The 
Troika of Tyranny:  The Imperialist Project in Latin America & its Epigones.) 

Socialist Cuba has been an example for millions of oppressed people since its revolution in 1959.  It has provid-
ed the basic necessities of life for all Cubans, under the most brutal US economic blockade for 60 years.  Cuba 
has also sent doctors to Venezuela, Nicaragua and many other struggling countries all over the world to deliver 
health care and help other countries build their health care systems.  This is done for free, an act of internation-
al solidarity and human compassion.  US imperialism doesn’t want such examples to survive.  Repeated 
attempts to overthrow Cuba’s government have failed, but US imperialism hasn’t given up. Bolton and the US 
warhawks are at the drawing table now.

Socialist Nicaragua has the highest approval rating in Central America, and second highest in Latin America, 
based on polling from Latinobarometro.  Socialist Daniel Ortega has been elected president by higher percent-
ages in each of the last three elections, going from a 38% plurality in 2011, to 72.5% in 2016.  According to Harris, 
“Polls indicate Ortega was perhaps the most popular head of state in the entire western hemisphere.”  Nicara-
gua has the second highest economic growth rate and the most stable economy in Central America.  It’s the 
only country that produces 90% of the food it eats.  It has cut extreme poverty in half, and provides free basic 
healthcare and education to all.  This is the kind of example that US imperialism doesn’t want others to hear 
about. The US corporate media is doing a good job of  keeping these data hidden from the American public. 
Attacks on any of these countries from a small number on the left only plays into the hands of US imperialism.  
Leaders of all three countries know that if they aren’t vigilant they will be overthrown and their people will be 
drowned in an imperialist blood-bath involving thousands and possibly hundreds of thousands of people.  It is 
up to the people of these countries to determine the course of their country, not any outside interests.

Strategically, if US imperialism is successful in overthrowing these three socialist countries, it figures it will 
destroy any thoughts by other countries everywhere in even thinking about moving to establish socialism.  
That will ensure US imperial rule, plunder, and mass suffering for millions indefinitely.

Dick Cheney, former Vice President and former CEO of the Haliburton  oil company explained US imperialist  
goals to West Point cadets in the run-up to the US war on Iraq, in an address at West Point in 2002.

“The Plan is for the United States to rule the world.  The overt theme is unilateralism, but it is ultimately a story 
of domination.  It calls for the United States to maintain its overwhelming superiority and prevent new rivals 
from rising up to challenge it on a world stage.  It calls for domination over friends and enemies alike.  It says 
not that the United States must be more powerful, or most powerful, but that it must be absolutely powerful.”  
(Congressional Record, V. 148, Pt. 15, October 10, 2002) 

Our job is to join with millions of people across the US and around the world in resisting this imperial night-
mare, and to fight for democratic rights, social justice, and socialism.

There are things we can do to help the people of Venezuela, and people everywhere.

1. Educate people about how capitalism, imperialism, and socialism operate in Venezuela and all countries 
targeted by imperialism.
2. Build the largest political movement possible against imperialism and for international solidarity with the 
people of Venezuela, and all oppressed and exploited peoples, through mass public demonstrations, public 
forums, boycotts, strikes, and other activities.
3. Work to end sanctions against Venezuela, and all acts of interference in Venezuela’s internal affairs by the US 
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government and its corporate backers, the World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and all other economic, 
political, military, intelligence, and cultural organizations.          
4. Support HR 1004 and SJR 11 to prohibit the United States from taking military action against Venezuela with-
out approval of both houses of Congress.
5. Work to remove all imperialist politicians from political office.
6. Work to support and build independent media to tell the truth about Venezuela and other countries targeted 
by US imperialism.
7. Work to build democratic and socialist political movements and organizations.
8. Work to oppose all forms of racism, white supremacy and other forms of discrimination that are used to fan 
the flames of division, hostility and war. Recognize that white supremacy is behind the many current mass 
killings of people of color by white supremist neo-fascists who want to murder people of color to maintain the 
US as a “white” nation, as they see it. We must build a mass public political campaign to expose, isolate and 
destroy white supremacy and fascism.
9. We must join with others to demand no regime change in Venezuela or any other foreign country.  The US has 
no right to dictate to other countries how they should be governed.  
10. We must stand up for the right of all countries to self-determination, to develop the type of government and 
society that they choose, free from outside interference, including choosing and building socialism.   

We have a world to win!




